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Brokenness of Being 
and the Errancy of Ontological Untruth: 
Susan Taubes’s Sceptical Faith
Elliot Wolfson (UC Santa Barbara)

This lecture explores Susan Taubes’s criticism of Heidegger's Seinsdenken that pivots around 

her contention that he absolutized the nothingness of being in a manner analogous to but sig-

nificantly different than the role assigned to the Godhead on the part of many mystical visionaries. 

Venturing beyond Heidegger, and yet in some measure indebted to his claim that there is no truth 

that is not at the same time untruth, Susan characterized truth as the openness to error, the real onto-

logical untruth, that is, a truth that is untrue insofar as it comes forth from the misguided effort to recon-

struct the fractured world as an undivided whole. The task rather is to accept the brokenness of our being 

in the completeness of our incompleteness. At the heart of Susan’s sceptical faith is the commitment to the 

proposition that to be healed, the brokenness must be broken, but this can come about only by appropriating 

the perfection of imperfection. Contra Heidegger, Susan maintained that the tragedy of being is mitigated by the 

openness to the error of untruth exposed as an integral component of the intricacy of life, the threshold of integra-

tion that disintegrates after reaching its own limit. Inadvertently, Susan affirmed one of the deeper insights of the

kabbalistic tradition: the blemish (pegam) is itself an aspect of the rectification (tiqqun).
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