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Several medieval Hebrew scientific 
and medical encyclopedic texts 

addressed issues related to procreation. 
Such issues were hotly debated in the Middle 

Ages since the two main classical authorities on 
which these texts drew, Aristotle the philosopher 

and Galen the physician, held quite different views 
about essential topics in the domain of zoology. One 

of the topics discussed was the question of what 
the female contributed to the formation of the 

embryo and the nature of the so-called female 
semen. In my lecture, I will examine how 

some medieval Jewish authors treated 
these questions.
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