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From their earliest stages, Buddhist traditions have displayed a sceptical 
attitude towards various types of accepted knowledge. Buddhist 
thinkers, beginning from the historical Buddha, questioned metaphysical 
assumptions, the realistic view of the world, and the reliability of our 
sources of knowledge, and expressed doubt about common social norms 
and religious views. In this way, philosophical scepticism played a pivotal 
role in the way Buddhist thought evolved. It served both as a method for 
arriving at a reliable and liberating understanding of reality and, as some 
argue, as an aspect of spiritual practice.

The conference on Buddhism and Scepticism investigates the place of 
scepticism in the development of classical Buddhist thought from historical 
and philosophical perspectives. From a historical standpoint, the conference 
explores the development of sceptical strategies in Buddhism and their 
relation to non-Buddhist systems of thought in Europe and Asia. From a 
philosophical point of view, it explores the ways in which sceptical arguments 
are used in Buddhist philosophical works, and how they resemble, and differ 
from, sceptical methods in other, non-Buddhist philosophies.

KEYNOTE SPEECH

•	 Mark Siderits (Seoul National University)

Participants

•	 Amber Carpenter (Yale-NUS College)

•	 Gordon Davis (Carleton University)

•	 Dong Xiuyuan (Shandong University)

•	 Vincent Eltschinger (École pratique des hautes études)

•	 Eli Franco (Leipzig University)

•	 Georgios T. Halkias (University of Hong Kong)

•	 Adrian Kuzminski (Independent Scholar)

•	 Ethan Mills (University of Tennessee at Chattanooga)

•	 Serena Saccone (Austrian Academy of Sciences)

•	 James Mark Shields (Bucknell University)

Convenor

•	 Oren Hanner (Universität Hamburg/Germany)

International 
Master Program in
Buddhist Studies
Numata Center
for Buddhist Studies
Hamburg University

INterNatIoNal MaSter IN BUddHISt StUdIeS

The International Master Program in Buddhist Studies takes an 
academic approach to Buddhist traditions, ethics, and philosophical 
perspectives and in doing so, does not treat Buddhism as an  
isolated phenomenon. We train our students to look at Buddhism 
as one of a multitude of factors that constitute and shape culture, 
society, and the intellectual and religious history of a particular  
region. The program offers the opportunity to study Buddhism 
based on one of five regional specialized tracks: India, Tibet, China, 
Japan, or Thailand. 

dUratIoN

4 semesters

SCHeMe:

Semester 1+2: Philology, Religions and Cultural History of regional  
specialization/Topics in Buddhist Studies
Semester 3: Study at a partner University abroad
Semester 4: M.A. Thesis

ProfeSSorS

Prof. Dr. Michael Zimmermann (Indian Buddhism) 
Prof. Dr. Dorji Wangchuk (Tibetan Studies)
Prof. Dr. Harunaga Isaacson (Indian Tantric Studies)
Prof. Dr. Michael Friedrich (Chinese Studies) 
Prof. Dr. Jörg Quenzer (Japanese Studies)
Prof. Dr. Volker Grabowsky (Thai Studies)
Prof. Dr. Ulrich Dehn (Religious Studies)

aPPlICatIoN PerIod

Winter term: February 15 to March 31 and June 1 to July 15
Summer term: December 1 to January 15

tUItIoN fee/SCHolarSHIPS

Students must pay a minimal semester fee to cover administrative 
costs. At the moment we cannot offer regular scholarships.
Information on the beginning of lectures, vacation etc. can be 
found here.

aPPlICatIoN/geNeral  adMISSIoN reqUIreMeNtS

-  Official online application form
-  Copy of legally attested certificate of a university degree  
 Bachelor‘s degree, Master‘s degree or Licentiate (Staatsexamen)
-  Curriculum vitae
-  Brief statement of motivatiovn (please mention your regional   
 specialisation you apply for)
-  Evidence for proficiency in English (equivalent to B2 level  

of the CEFR)

SPeCIal  adMISSIoN reqUIreMeNtS

Depending on the regional specialization you choose there  
are different requirements:

India

- Academic degree related to Buddhist Studies, Religious 
 Studies or Indology (minim. 45 ECTS)
- 30 ECTS for language courses in Sanskrit or Pali or 

placement test

tibet

-  Academic degree related to Tibetan, Buddhist or Religious 
 Studies (minim. 45 ECTS)
-  30 ECTS for language courses in Classical Tibetan or 
 placement test
-  Tibetan native speakers: 20 ECTS for language courses in 

Classical Tibetan

China

-  Academic degree related to Chinese Studies
-  50 ECTS for language courses in Chinese (not necessary 

for Chinese native speakers)

Japan

-  Academic degree related to Japanese Studies
- 50 ECTS for language courses in Japanese
- or 44 SWS (semester hours per week) of Japanese 

language courses, or (old) level 2 of JLPT, or placement test  
 (not necessary for Japanese native speakers)
-  Applicants must provide evidence for proficiency in German

thailand

- Academic degree related to Thai Studies
-  25 ECTS for language courses in Thai 

(not necessary for Thai native speakers)

CoNtaCt/aPPlICatIoN addreSS:

Universität Hamburg
Numata Center for Buddhist Studies
Prof. Dr. Michael Zimmermann
Alsterterrasse 1
D-20146 Hamburg

Tel. +49 (0)40 42838-3384
michael.zimmermann@uni-hamburg.de
www.buddhismuskunde.uni-hamburg.de

Numata Zentrum
für Buddhismuskunde

Workshop
Buddhism and Scepticism: 
Historical, Philosophical, 
and Comparative 
Perspectives

Workshop
Buddhism and Scepticism: 
Historical, Philosophical, 
and Comparative 
Perspectives

November 14–16, 2017
MAIMONIDES CENTRE

FOR ADVANCED STUDIES
Seminar Room 5060 
SchlUEterstraße 51

20146 Hamburg

JEWISH SCEPTICISM
Maimonides Centre for Advanced Studies

The event is open to the public, with 
advance registration via e-mail: 
maimonides-centre@uni-hamburg.de


